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Mission Statement
The purpose of the Vegreville Iron Runners Auto Club shall be to unite persons
interested in restoring and preserving special interest motor vehicles; to encourage fellowship
between members and their families in social, as well as auto Interests; and to promote and
assist in the promotion of competitions, trials, and other events In which such vehicles can
participate in their respective classes.

*****************************************************

Important Items To Remember
The Vegreville Iron Runners Auto Club meets at 6:30 PM for coffee, with the meeting at
7:00 PM, on the first Wednesday of each month, except in January and August, at the Club
House (Vegreville Regional Museum). Vehicle ownership is not a requirement for
membership. Our meetings are open to both Husbands and Wives. Membership Fees are due
at our February Meeting.
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Past Presidents of The Vegreville Iron Runners Auto Club

Term
Name of President
1989 - 1990
Orest Lazarowich
1990 - 1992
Sylvester Komick
1992 - 1993
Paul Buoy
1993 - 1994
John Sokoluk
1994 - 1995
Don Bilocerkowec
1995 - 1997
Ray Welsh
1997 - 1998
John Skladen
1998 - 2000
Ron Lindquist
2000 - 2002
Tim Charuk
2002 - 2004
Gerald Granger
2004 - 2006
George Sample
2006 - 2008
Mike Dowhun
2008 - 2010
Orest Lazarowich
2010 - 2015
Denise Komick
2015 William Smolak
*****************************************************
Title Page Photo

The photo is of a 1930 Duesenberg Model J Sweep Panel Dual Cowl Phaeton
******************************************************
President’s Message

VIRAC Members:
So far this year has been very different with the self-isolation caused by the Coronavirus
pandemic nick-named COVID-19. Several events in and around our community have cancelled
including our annual Fathers’ Day Show and Shine, jointly hosted by the Iron Runners and the
Vegreville Agricultural Society and sponsored by Vegreville Auto and Industrial Bumper to
Bumper. This indeed has been a very different situation for many of us. We have no idea
when things will go back to what was in existence before, if ever. This may become the new
norm for a long time to come.
William Smolak, President

*****************************************************
To send information to our web master contact:
Laurence Anderson @ Laurenceanderson@telus.net

****************************************************

Fathers’ Day Event Committee Report

The 2020 version of the Fathers’ Day event has been cancelled. For the first time, in 29
years, there will be no show and shine event on Fathers’ Day. We have survived poor weather
but not the COVID-19 pandemic.
We will begin working on the 2021 version of the Fathers’ Day Event near the end of
March, beginning of April, of 2021. Once again, with the co-operation of everyone, including
the weather gods, we hope to have another fantastic shine and shine and Fathers’ Day Event.
FDE Event Committee

*****************************************************
Editor’s Message
Welcome to another edition of "The Wheel Spin". Thank you to the Vegreville Cultural

Association for allowing me to photo copy the news-letters. It is greatly appreciated.
Our web site is http://vegironrunners.ca. Laurence Anderson is our new web master
and he would appreciate receiving assistance with it as well as photos and articles to put on it.
"The Wheel Spin" is the official publication of the Vegreville Iron Runners Auto Club and
is published quarterly in March, June, September, and December. The publication is included
as part of our membership fee. Articles and opinions are welcome from club members. The
Want Ads and For Sale Ads are free to club members. Deadlines for articles and ads are the
15th day of the month preceding the publication date. The deadline for the next issue in
September is August 15.
This is your Bulletin; it is only as good as the effort you, the members, are willing to put
into it. The drop off point for your contributions, suggestions and comments is my residence
at 5701 – 43 A Street or you may also e-mail me at bsmo47@telus.net.
Opinions expressed in "The Wheel Spin" are those of the authors and do not necessarily
represent the views of the Vegreville Iron Runners Auto Club or its members.
"The Wheel Spin" takes no responsibility for the accuracy of copied ads. Other Clubs are
welcome to use published materials, except where prohibited by the author/s.
William Smolak, Editor

*****************************************************
Submissions and copies of Newsletters may be forwarded to:

“The Wheel Spin”
C/0 William Smolak
5701 - 43 A Street
Vegreville, Alberta, T9C 1E3
or by e-mail at bsmo47@telus.net
*****************************************************
Vegreville Iron Runners Auto Club Web Page
Please check our web page at

http://vegironrunners.ca

Specialty Vehicle Association of Alberta Web Site

www.svaalberta.com
*****************************************************
See:

Did You Know

The "Vegreville Iron Runners Auto Club" has continued its spirit of involvement with the
community. In the past, the “Vegreville Iron Runners” had provided financial support for the
Canada Day celebrations hosted by the Knights of Columbus.
As well, the “Vegreville Iron Runners” have instituted a scholarship at the high schools,
in Vegreville, called the "Vegreville Iron Runners Memorial Scholarship “. The scholarship is
for $1000 and is awarded annually to a student who is registered in a post-secondary
automotive related program.
The Iron Runners are also continuing their support of the Regional Museum.
*****************************************************

Vegreville Iron Runners Auto Club Archival History

Work on a history of the Iron Runners that was begun by Sylvester Komick and Orest
Lazarowich is continuing under the leadership of Orest Lazarowich. Your utmost attention and
assistance in completing this project would be most appreciated. This is only one of the
legacies left to our club by the late Sylvester Komick. We still need all Past-Presidents to please
submit a review of their year or years as President and to go through their files and turn over
all materials they think would be appropriate for inclusion in our Archives. Your support and
cooperation is greatly appreciated.

****************************************************
Club Builders Award

The Vegreville and District Special Interest Motor Vehicle Club came into existence on
the second day of October, 1989. The Iron Runners Auto Club name was officially accepted at
the November, 1989, meeting and the first twenty five members were designated as charter
members. The first annual meeting was held in September, 1990. The club is now known
locally as the Vegreville Iron Runners Auto Club.
The original Charter Members who are members of the Club, at this time include:
Denise Komick, Orest Lazarowich, and Jerry Wilde.
On a motion passed at the May 2nd, 2001, regular meeting of the Vegreville Iron
Runners Auto Club, It was agreed that the Club would recognize individual members who have
maintained continuous membership In the Club.
A Club Builder's Award will be presented to members who have achieved or
demonstrated continuous contribution and support to the Vegreville Iron Runners Auto Club
locally and provincially.
This recognition will be in the form of a plaque presented at the annual meetings to
Individual members who are in the 5th, 10th, 15th, 20th, etc. year of continuous membership.
This will be determined by the membership records kept by the Treasurer. The plaque will list
the member’s name, membership number, and the years of continuous membership.
*****************************************************
Seniors Week Cruise

On Saturday, June 6, eight members of the Iron Runners Auto Club, 2 members from the
Community and 1 vehicle from the Vegreville Regional Museum participated in a cruise to
honour seniors in Vegreville. The cruise began at the Museum and was led by a Vegreville Fire
Department Truck and weaved its way through Vegreville, passing by all of the seniors’
residences. Even though the weather was uncooperative, many seniors and other members of
the community watched the procession of vehicles.
Thanks are extended to the Chris Jardine, Chief of the Vegreville Volunteer Fire
Department for planning the route and helping the cruise to come together. Anya Langkow
also needs to be thanked for asking the Iron Runners to bring their vehicles out. Car Club
participants in the cruise were Laurence and Darry Anderson, John and Madeline Kitz, Denise
Komick, Kulwinder Kundan, George and Velma Sample, Bill and Sylvia Smolak, Mike Sturmay,
and Jerry Wilde. In lieu of the Fathers’ Day Event, a similar cruise was held on June 28.
*****************************************************

Vegreville Iron Runners Memorial Scholarship
Sponsored by the Vegreville Iron Runners Auto Club

The Scholarship shall consist of a One Thousand Dollar ($1 000.00) cash award, a
presentation plaque and a one (1) year membership in the Vegreville Iron Runners Auto Club.
SELECTION COMMITTEE:
This Scholarship fund shall be administered by a selection committee consisting of:
1.
President or designate of the Vegreville Iron Runners Auto Club.
2.
Two or more members of the Vegreville Iron Runners Auto Club.
ELIGIBILITY:
The Scholarship shall be awarded to a deserving Grade XII student, male or female, who
is registered in - and has completed the auto mechanics course offered at the Vegreville
Composite High School and is continuing his/her education at a post-secondary institute in
any of the fields of Automotive Mechanics (Automotive Service Technician); or Heavy Duty
Equipment Mechanics; Agricultural Equipment Mechanics; Auto Body Mechanics
(Automotive Collision Repair Technician); and/or Auto Parts Technician.
The Scholarship is also available to a deserving Grade 12 student, male or female, from
St. Mary’s Catholic High School, who is enrolled in Work Experience or RAP in any of the fields
of Automotive Mechanics (Automotive Service Technician); or Heavy Duty Equipment
Mechanics; Agricultural Equipment Mechanics; Auto Body Mechanics (Automotive Collision
Repair Technician); and/or Auto Parts Technician, and is continuing his/her education at a
post-secondary institute in any of these fields.
The selection committee shall review all applications for the Scholarship, and shall,
when making its decision, consider the criteria outlined below and in its sole discretion give
such weight to the criteria as it deems appropriate.
1.
A certified statement of school marks issued by the High School.
2.
A letter indicating the applicant’s educational and future plans. In this letter, the
candidate should include an explanation of why the automotive field or its related fields
are attractive to him/her or why he/she believes they are a good fit for these fields.
3.
Documentation of acceptance into a recognized apprenticeship program or a postsecondary education institution in the automotive field.
4.
In the event a suitable candidate is not selected in the current year, the Scholarship shall
be withheld.
Deadline for Application:
All Applications must be received by September 1, and no exceptions will be made.
The scholarship application must be forwarded to The Vegreville Iron Runners Auto Club,
c/o William Smolak
5701 – 43A Street
Vegreville, AB, T9C 1E3

*****************************************************

Iron Runners Memorial Scholarship Application Form
Name: ___________________________________ Grade: _________ Age: ____________
Alberta Student ID #________________________ School: __________________________
Student’s Cell #: _______________ Student’s Email Address: ________________________
Parents/Guardians: ________________________________________________________
Address: ______________________________ __________________________________
Street/P. O. Box #

________________________

Town/City

Postal Code

Home Phone Number: ________________________ Cell Number: __________________
Parent/Guardian’s Work Number(s): ____________________ ______________________
Emergency Contact: _____________________________ Telephone _________________
Student Timetable
Semester 1 Subjects
Semester 2 Subjects
Period 1
__________________________________________________________________
Period 2
__________________________________________________________________
Period 3
__________________________________________________________________
Period 4
__________________________________________________________________
Future Plans
Work Experience/RAP Program:
____________________________________________
Post Secondary Training Program: ____________________________________________
Name of Post Secondary School:
____________________________________________
Name of Current Employer:
____________________________________________
Name of Current Supervisor:
____________________________________________
Address of Current Employer:
____________________________________________
____________________________________________
____________________________________________
Contact Information For Employer/Supervisor: Phone #
_______________________
Cell #
_______________________
Attachments Included: _______
Certified Statement of Marks From School
_______
Personal Letter Regarding Future Plans
_______
Notice of Acceptance into a Post-Secondary School
and/or
_______
Confirmation of Employment in Appropriate Field
and Employer’s Certification of Enrolment in an
Apprenticeship Program

*****************************************************

Collector Car Appreciation Day

In 2020, Collector Car Appreciation Day will be held on July 10,
subject to COVID-19 pandemic restrictions
*****************************************************
The Duesenberg Automobile

Duesenberg Motors Company (sometimes referred to as "Duesy") was an American
manufacturer of racing cars and high-end luxury automobiles. It was founded by
brothers August and Frederick Duesenberg in 1913 in Saint Paul, Minnesota, where they built
engines and racing cars. The brothers moved their operations to Elizabeth, New Jersey, in 1916
to manufacture engines for World War I. In 1919, when their government contracts were
cancelled, they moved to Indianapolis, Indiana, home of the Indianapolis Motor Speedway,
and established the Duesenberg Automobile and Motors Company, Inc. (Delaware). In late
1926, E.L. Cord added Duesenberg to his Auburn Automobile Company. With the market for
expensive luxury cars severely undercut by the Great Depression, Duesenberg folded in 1937.
History

Duesenberg Indianapolis 500 racing car, winner 1922
In 1913, German-American brothers Fred and Augie Duesenberg founded Duesenberg
Motors Company, Inc. on University Avenue in St. Paul, Minnesota, to build engines and race
cars. The brothers were self-taught engineers and built many experimental cars. Duesenberg
cars were considered some of the best cars of the time and were built entirely by hand. In
1914, Eddie Rickenbacker drove a "Duesy" to finish in 10th place at the Indianapolis 500, and
Duesenberg won the race in 1922, 1924, 1925, and 1927. The fledgling company sidestepped
into aviation engine manufacturing when Colonel R.C. Bolling and his commission acquired a
license to produce the Bugatti U-16 for the U.S. Army Air Service. The end of World War I
stopped this project before it could ever mature.
In 1921, Duesenberg provided the pace car for the Indy 500, driven by Fred Duesenberg.
Also in 1921, Jimmy Murphy became the first American to win the French Grand Prix when he
drove a Duesenberg to victory at Le Mans.
According to archives of The Des Moines Register, the first Duesenbergs were built at
915 Grand Ave in Des Moines, Iowa.
In the 1970s, Virgil Exner tried to revive Duesenberg, but due to his early death, only
concept cars were ever made.

Products
Model A (1921–1927
At the end of World War I, they ceased building aviation and marine engines
in Elizabeth, New Jersey, at the corner of Newark Avenue and North Avenue. In 1919 the
Duesenberg brothers sold their Minnesota and New Jersey factories to John Willys and moved
to a new headquarters and factory in Indianapolis, where the "Duesenberg Automobile and
Motors Company, Inc." was established in 1920 to begin production of passenger cars. The
plant was located on a 17-acre (69,000 m2) site on West Washington Street at Harding Street
until 1937, adjacent to the Overland Automobile factory.

1923 Duesenberg Model A touring car at the Louwman Museum
Although the Duesenberg brothers were world-class engineers, they were neither good
businessmen nor administrators; they were unable to sell all the units of their first passenger
car, the Model A. This had the Duesenberg Straight-8 engine, the first "mass-produced"
straight eight engines in the U.S. It was an extremely advanced and expensive automobile
(prices began at $6,500), offering features such as single overhead camshafts, fourvalve cylinder heads, and the first four-wheel (16") hydraulic brakes (designed by Fred in
conjunction with Lockheed) offered on a passenger car anywhere (predating Adler's
introduction to the European market in 1926 on the "Standard 6"). The Model A was a lighter
and smaller vehicle than the competition. It was among the most powerful and the fastest cars
of its time. Among the celebrities who purchased this model were Tom Mix and Rudolph
Valentino.
The model experienced various delays going from prototype to production. Deliveries to
dealers did not start until December 1921. Sales lagged and the goal of building 100
Duesenbergs each month proved far too high, as the Indianapolis plant struggled to roll out
one a day. In 1922 no more than 150 cars were manufactured, and only 650 Model As were
sold over a period of six years.
1922 Model A specifications
Ground
Engine
Power Transmission Wheelbase
Frame
clearance
260CID 1bbl. I8

90100 hp

3-speed
manual

134 in
(3,404 mm)

10 in
(254 mm)

Chrome Nickel steel
6.40-inch (163 mm) in
depth

Winning races did not translate into financial success either, although that winning
reputation would eventually attract new investors, who supplied the cash flow to prop up the
production facility. The brothers continued to create excellent engines for cars, boats, and a
few planes but only as employees of various capitalist investors who bought the rights to their
famous family name.

The Brothers Duesenberg pictured in 1925, August at left and Fred at right
The firm had already acquired a considerable aura of prestige when in October 1919,
Fred signed over the rights to his name, patents and drawings for a passenger car to a pair of
promoters, Newton E. Van Zandt and Luther M. Rankin. On March 8, 1920, these men became
president and vice president of the "Duesenberg Automobile and Motors Corporation of
Indianapolis". Fred was chief engineer and Augie, his assistant, and both were salaried as
employees.
Van Zandt quit after a year, and business went from bad to worse in 1923. In 1924 the
company went into receivership, but somehow it survived that year. In 1925, the firm's name
was changed to "Duesenberg Motors Corporation" and Fred assumed the title of
president. Fred and August struggled to keep the company, but to no avail, as they weren't
able to raise enough capital.
Model X (1926–1927)
Model X Duesenbergs are very rare. It was a sportier version of the model A with a
heavier and longer (136 in (3,500 mm) wheelbase) chassis and 100 hp (75 kW) engine that
enabled it to reach 100 mph (161 km/h). The most notable differences between the A and X
were that the latter had hypoid differentials and all its valves were on one side; it sported the
hydraulic brakes that Fred had originated on his 1914 racing cars. This braking system could
have earned him a fortune if he had obtained a patent.
According to Randy Ema, the top Duesenberg authority in the United States, only 13
were built. They fit in between the Duesenberg Model A and the famous J; only four were
known to survive until automobile preservationist Jay Leno found a fifth X in a neighborhood
garage in 2005.
Model J, SJ, SSJ, JN, SJN (1928–1937)
Duesenberg Model J

1930 J Walker La Grande Torpedo Phaeton

E.L. Cord bought the company on October 26, 1925, for the brothers' engineering skills,
talent and the brand name in order to produce luxury cars. He challenged Fred Duesenberg to
design an automobile that would be the best in the world. Indeed, Cord wanted the biggest,
fastest, and most expensive car ever made. He also ordered a large chassis to be able to
compete with the biggest, most powerful, and most luxurious European cars of the era, such
as Hispano-Suiza, Isotta Fraschini, Mercedes-Benz, and Rolls-Royce.
After Cord's takeover, the new company was renamed "Duesenberg, Inc." Fred
continued in the new organization, now with the title of vice president in charge of
engineering and experimental work. Whereas Augie had played an important role in the
development of the Model A and its variant, the very rare X, he had nothing to do with the J
and had no formal connection with Duesenberg, Inc. until later. According to the expert
Marshall Merkes, "Cord did not want Augie around." However, all Duesenberg racing cars
produced after 1926 were Augie-built in an enterprise that functioned separately, and in a
building apart from the main Duesenberg plant. He was also responsible for a number of
engineering achievements like the superchargers he developed for both the Auburn
and Cord motorcars.

1931 Duesenberg J Murphy
The newly revived Duesenberg company set about to produce the Model J, which
debuted December 1 at the New York Car Show of 1928. In Europe, it was launched at
the Salon de l'automobile de Paris of 1929. The first and — at the time of the New York
presentation — only example made of the series, the J-101, was a sweep-panel, dualcowl phaeton, with coachwork by LeBaron, finished in silver and black. By the time the Great
Depression hit in October 1929, the Duesenberg Company had only built some 200 cars. An
additional 100 orders were filled in 1930. Thus, the Model J fell short of the original goal to sell
500 cars a year.

Model J engine
The Model J's straight-eight was based on the company's successful racing engines of
the 1920s; designed by Duesenberg, they were manufactured by Lycoming, another company
owned by Cord. In unsupercharged form, the eight produced an impressive (for the period)

265 horsepower (198 kW), aided by dual overhead camshafts and four valves per cylinder. The
Model J was capable of a top speed of 119 mph (192 km/h), and 94 mph (151 km/h) in second
gear. Other cars featured larger-displacement engines, but none surpassed its power. It was
also both the fastest and most expensive American automobile in the market.
As was the custom among the luxury car brands, only the chassis and engine were
displayed, since the interior and body of the car would be coach built to the owner's
specifications. The chassis on most Model J’s were the same, as was the styling of such
elements as fenders, headlamps, radiator, hood and instrument panel.
Duesenberg bodies came from both the United States and Europe, and the finished cars
were some of the largest, grandest, most beautiful, and most elegant cars ever created. About
half the Model Js built by Duesenberg had coachworks devised by the company's chief body
designer, Gordon Buehrig. The rest were by independent coachbuilders from the United
States, such as Derham, Holbrook, Judkins, LeBaron, Murphy, Rollston (later renamed
Rollson), Walker, Weymann, and Willoughby, and from European works Fernandez et
Darrin, Franay, Gurney Nutting, Saoutchik, etc. However, other coachworks were made by
Duesenberg branches in Chicago, New York City, Los Angeles, Philadelphia, Florida and Denver,
as well as by smaller dealers. For the in-house bodies Duesenberg used the name of La
Grande.
The chassis cost $8,500 ($9,500 after 1932); the completed base model cost between
$13,000 and $19,000 (two of the American-bodied J's reached $25,000), at a time when the
average U.S. physician earned less than $3,000 a year. Figures are not available as to the
prices charged by deluxe coachbuilders in Europe, but it is reasonable to assume the final
selling price of the products mounted on the costly imported chassis were considerably higher
than their all-American-built counterparts.
The J was available in two versions of chassis with a different wheelbase; a long one
(153.54 in (3.90 m)) and a short one (about 141.73 in (3.60 m)). There were also other special
sizes, like the only two SSJs with a wheelbase shortened to 125 in (3.18 m) and a couple of cars
with the wheelbase extended to 4 m (160 in) and over.
The dashboard included lights that reminded the driver the oil needed changing and the
battery should be inspected
A series of minor modifications were carried out during the production life, but most of
the design remained the same up until the factory closed in 1937. First to go was the fourspeed gearbox, which proved unable to handle the engine's power. It was replaced by an
unsynchronized three-speed gearbox, which was fitted to all subsequent Duesenbergs. Unlike
almost all American manufacturers, Duesenberg did not switch to a fully synchronized gearbox
in the mid-1930s, which made the Model J difficult to drive and outdated. By 1937 the chassis
and gearbox were ancient compared to the competition.
Regarding this model, it is necessary to emphasize that most of them (engine and
chassis) were made in 1929 and 1930, but due to the Depression, high price, and other factors,
were sold in subsequent years. The year in which it was bodied is used to date a particular J,
though the chassis was made in an earlier year.

1935 SJ LaGrande Dual-Cowl Phaeton
The supercharged version, often referred to as the SJ, was reputedly able to achieve 104
miles per hour (167 km/h) in second gear and have a top speed of 135–140 miles per hour
(217–225 km/h) in third gear. Zero-to-60 mph (97 km/h) times of around eight seconds and 0–
100 mph (0–161 km/h) in 17 seconds were reported for the SJ in spite of the unsynchronized
transmissions, at a time when even the best cars of the era were not likely to reach 100 mph
(160 km/h). Duesenbergs generally weighed around two and a half tons; up to three tons was
not unusual, considering the wide array of custom coachwork available. The wheelbase was
142.5 in (362 cm).
This rare supercharged Model J version, with 320 hp (239 kW) was also created by Fred
Duesenberg and introduced in May 1932, only 36 units were built. Special-bodied models,
such as the later "Mormon Meteor" chassis, achieved an average speed of over 135 mph
(217 km/h) and a one-hour average of over 152 mph (245 km/h) at Bonneville Salt Flats, Utah.
The SJ's supercharger was located beside the engine; to make room for it; the exhaust
pipes were creased so they could be bent easily and extended through the side panel of the
hood. These supercharged cars can be recognized by these shiny creased tubes, which Cord
registered as a trademark and used in his other supercharged cars from Cord and Auburn.
Fred Duesenberg died of pneumonia on July 26, 1932, resulting from injuries sustained
in an automobile accident in which he was driving a Murphy-bodied SJ convertible. His
brother, Augie, took over Fred's duties as chief engineer and Harold T. Ames became president
of Duesenberg, Inc.
The SSJ is very similar to the SJ version, but with close to 400 hp (298 kW). The only two
examples built in 1935; the SSJ Speedsters sported a lightweight open-roadster body produced
by Central Manufacturing Company, an Auburn subsidiary in Connersville, Indiana. One of
them belonged to the actor Gary Cooper; the other one was lent by the company to
actor Clark Gable, who already owned a Duesenberg J. The inscription SSJ (same goes for SJ)
has never been officially used by the company, but it eventually became commonly used
among the car lovers. The second "S" stands for "short wheelbase" as the two SSJ are the only
Duesenbergs to have a chassis with the wheelbase shortened to 125 in (3,200 mm). The
420 cu in (6.9 l) straight eight engine of both SSJ models is equipped with two special
carburetors and inlet ports of a special shape called "ram's horn", which was used in other SJs
as well. Unlike the normal port, the "ram's horn" is composed of two horns, with each of the
two being split in two again. At the rear, the SSJ sported an external spare tire and smaller

"later-style" round taillights. The external exhaust pipes sprouting out of the hood were an
indication it was the "supercharged" version, but these were optional on J models as well.
There is another version of the model J known as the Duesenberg JN (a name never
used by the company either). All JNs were sold with Rollston coachwork and only ten were
produced in 1935. In an attempt to give a more modern look to an ageing design, the JN was
equipped with smaller 17 in (43 cm)-diameter wheels (versus 19 in (48 cm)), skirted fenders,
bullet-shaped taillights, and bodies set on the frame rails for a lower look. The battery box and
tool box were redesigned slightly so that the doors could close over the frame. Supercharged
JNs gained the logical SJN designation.

The 1930 Duesenberg Boattail Speedster which once belonged to gangster John Factor, an
associate of Al Capone, on display in the Martin Auto Museum
The Model J quickly became one of the most popular luxury cars, as well as a status
symbol in the United States and Europe, driven by the rich and famous, including Al
Capone, Evalyn Walsh McLean, Greta Garbo, Howard Hughes, Mae West, Marion
Davies, Tyrone Power, Clark Gable, Bill "Bojangles" Robinson, William Randolph Hearst, Powel
Crosley, Jr., the families Mars, Whitney, and Wrigley; members of European royalty such as
the Duke of Windsor, Prince Nicholas of Romania, Queen Maria of Yugoslavia, and the
Kings Victor Emmanuel III of Italy and Alfonso XIII of Spain. The latter was very keen on
motoring and chose his now-missing Duesenberg J, among his cars, to go to exile after the
proclamation of the Second Spanish Republic.
Father Divine had the last Duesenberg chassis built with an extra-long 178-inch
wheelbase. It weighed 7,800 lb (3,500 kg) and accommodated ten passengers. J. Herbert
Newport was the designer. Built by Bohman & Schwartz and delivered in October 1937, it was
22 ft (6.7 m) long and 7 ft (2.1 m) wide. It was known as Father Divine's Throne Car, because it
had a removable rear top section that exposed two raised rear seats.
Originally, New York supported the Model J. New York was the financial capital of the
United States in 1929, and many of its people could afford such a very expensive car. As the
Depression deepened, however, power shifted, and ultimately it was newly wealthy
Hollywood that kept Duesenberg alive through much of the 1930s. It was so reputed and
imposing that many Hollywood stars, such as James Cagney, posed next to the car to promote
their careers.
Duesenberg advertised the Model J as "The World's Finest Motor Car". In their print ads,
an elegant man or woman were seen together with a concise but meaningful sentence:
"He/She drives a Duesenberg". The campaign was a success.

1930 Torpedo Phaeton Model “J” Duesenberg
1934 Duesenberg Model “J” Town Car
There was a gradual evolution (up to the 1937 model) to preserve the "stately lines"
while moving into a more integrated mode of styling. The final evolution of the Duesenberg
engine was ram-air intakes, which were added to some of the last supercharged models to
produce 400 hp (298 kW), referred to as "SSJ". Of 481 Model J’s built (including all its versions)
produced between 1928 and 1937, about 378 survive.
Duesenberg ceased production in 1937 after Cord's financial empire collapsed.
However, between 1937 and 1940 two automobiles put the final touch to this historic marque.
The first one was delivered by the coachbuilder Rollson to the German artist Rudolf Bauer in
April 1940; it is both the longest Duesenberg and the last one delivered. The last one ever
made was assembled from leftover parts between 1938 and 1940.
In 1940, Augie Duesenberg sold marine versions of the current 254-ci splash-oiled
Hudson flathead inline eight.
Duesenberg became far less popular during World War II, by the end of which a few
Model J’s were advertised for around $300 to $400, with some ultimately selling for only $100
or $200. Business rebounded in the 1950s, when classic and vintage cars became popular
among collectors. Several Model J’s were advertised in the New York Times in the fall of 1950,
at prices as low as $500. By 1959 a decent example could not be bought for less than $4,000,
and an exceptional example could approach $10,000. By 1969, model J's were selling
anywhere between $15,000 and $50,000. The first Duesenberg to break six figures was a
model J that sold for $205,000 in April 1974. The first Duesenberg to sell in excess of $1 Million
was in 1985. Today, model J's go for anywhere from mid six figures to well into seven figures.
One particular example sold for $10 million recently.
Production summary
Name
Years of production
Units made
Model A

1921–1927

~650

Model X

1926–27

13

Model Y (model J
prototype)

1927

1

Model J (including SJ,
SSJ, JN & SJN)

1929–37, SJ: (1932–37), SSJ:
(1935), JN & SJN: (1935)

Total: 481, SJ(36), SSJ
(2), JN & SJN (10)

A distinctive feature of the Duesenberg Model J was the "bowtie"-style front bumper, which
used two pieces of steel, with the top piece bent to resemble a bowtie.
Revivals
After World War II, August Duesenberg tried to revive the Duesenberg name but was
unsuccessful; several later attempts were also unsuccessful. The most successful attempt
came in the mid-1960s with August's son Fritz at the helm and Virgil Exner as the stylist using
the chassis of a 1966 Imperial and a Chrysler engine. One of Exner's Duesenberg designs was
later produced as a "neo-classic" Stutz Bearcat.
A 1970’s Duesenberg was also created, based on a contemporary Cadillac Fleetwood
and with modern styling. It was produced in a limited run.
A reproduction automobile called Duesenberg II was produced between 1978 and 2000
by the Elite Heritage Motors Corp and successor company Duesenberg Motors Inc. in Elroy,
Wisconsin. Five body models of the original Duesenberg J were offered. Each one was copied
from an original and visually almost identical, with Ford Lincoln drive train, Ford V8 engine and
modern comfort features. These replicas sold for up to US$225,000. Fewer than 100 were
made in total.
In 2011 a new company with worldwide trademark rights was established as
Duesenberg Motors Inc., with the intention of again restarting the manufacturing of the
Duesenberg II replicas in 2012 in Baldwin, Wisconsin. This effort died quickly when the owner
stopped the project because of a lack of cash flow. There are no products currently for sale,
and future cars are unlikely.
A Duesenberg SJ convertible coupe sold for $4.5 million in March 2013.
Etymological note

A model J in front of the birthplace of Fred and Augie Duesenberg in Kirchheide, Germany

The origin of the American slang word "doozy" or "doozie", meaning something
excellent or powerful, is unknown. Merriam-Webster completely rejects any attribution to the
automobile, noting that doozy originally appeared as "dozy" in eastern Ohio in 1916 — four
years before the production of the first Duesenberg vehicles. They also claim there is little
evidence connecting the Duesenberg and doozy during the 1920’s and 1930’s, when the car
was most popular. "Dozy" is akin to the verb "dozen" that is semantically and etymologically
related to "daze" and that is attested in slang terms such as "the dozens."
*****************************************************
Iron Runners Cruise to Honour Seniors

On Saturday, June 6, with the co-operation and support of the Vegreville Volunteer Fire
Department and Vegreville Community Support Services, the Iron Runners Auto Club hosted a
cruise through town in honour of seniors. The cruise started at the museum and wound its
way through the town driving past the hospital and all of the seniors’ residences in town and
eventually ending at the Pysanka Park. A total of 13 vehicles were involved, two from the fire
department, one from the museum, two from community members and eight from our club
members. Even though it was a wet miserable day, many seniors and other citizens either
braved the weather or watched from their vehicles or residences.

Jerry’s 1960 Buick

George’s 1951 Pontiac

Bill’s 1978 Grand Marquis

Laurence’s Newport Custom

Darry’s Lincoln

John’s 1952 Chevrolet

Mike’s Chrysler
Kulwinder’s 2009 Police Cruiser
Museum’s 1948
*****************************************************
Cruise to Mundare Senior Care Centre

On Thursday, June 18, the Iron Runners cruised to Mundare to honour Fathers and the
Seniors at the Mundare Care Centre. Many of the residents were outside to view our cars as

we passed by. Both staff and residents appeared to be really appreciative of our appearance.

*****************************************************
June 28 Cruise to Honour Frontline Workers, First Responders and Father’s
th

On June 28th, the Iron Runners held a cruise to honour First Responders, Frontline
Workers and Fathers. The cruise started without rain, but about ¼ way through, the
downpour started and continued until we ended the cruise at the Pysanka. After the cruise
about 16 of us met at Albert’s for coffee and lunch. The cruise appeared to be well received
by those who watched as they waved at the participants. Thanks to Chris Jardine of the
Vegreville Fire Department for leading our cruise with his Fire Chief’s vehicle. It was much
appreciated.
*****************************************************
Specialty Vehicle Association of Alberta
The SVAA was created in 1974 by a group of members of several Alberta vintage vehicle
clubs for the original purpose of correlating event dates to avoid conflict This grew Into a lobby
group which over the years was able to bring antique (one-time) licensing for vintage cars (25
years and older) to Alberta, and recently was able to petition, with the National Association,
the Federal Government in order to prevent the creation of pollution or junker laws with
respect to old cars.
Today, the SVAA consists of some 35 Alberta Vintage, Modified, Street Rod and 4-wheel
clubs in Alberta, representing some 2 000 individual persons.
Mission Statement
The Association is dedicated to the preservation, restoration, and enjoyment of all
antique, collector, vintage and specialty vehicles. Also, the Society Is dedicated to bringing all
auto related clubs in Alberta together, to promote and protect our common interest in the
Automobile Hobby.
*****************************************************

Open Letter To Members

Box 67174 Northland Village
Calgary, AB T2L 2L2
www.svaalberta.com
Serving the specialty vehicle
hobbyist in Alberta since 1974
To: SVAA member clubs and supporters:
Fellow Car Guys and Gals I am writing this open letter so you can share it among your
fellow car enthusiasts. COVID-19 has greatly affected our hobby and will probably effect into
the near future. Meetings and events have been canceled across the hobby. I am pleased that
many of the clubs are organizing drives while ensuring social distancing. Social distancing is the
key word as many of us are in the higher risk demographic and as clubs we do not want to be
the possibly responsible for one of members contacting the virus.
As many of you know, my term as President was finished this May but due to the
inability of the association to hold its AGM, I have agreed to stay on until the next AGM. We
are hoping to be able to hold our AGM in October at the swap meet in Red Deer in the fall.
I have been working with Alberta Services to possibly hold some sort of a virtual
Collector Car Appreciation Day event as it currently does not look feasible to hold any major
cruise in events. But this may change before July 10.
The main reason that I am writing this to appeal to all club reps to consider putting your
name forward to join the executive team for the SVAA. With retiring members, the board
needs someone to fill the following roles: President, Treasurer, Director of Insurance,
Newsletter Editor and Director in charge of Government Relations. If these roles are not filled,
we may have consider winding down the association. I feel it would be a terrible loss to the
hobby if this were to happen but you must remember that this is your association and it can
only work if the member clubs support by encouraging club members to step up and help run
the association. If you have members that are interested please have them contact me at
jimh@svaalberta.com or Ted Lobley at ted@svaalberta.com.
Drive Safe
Jim

*****************************************************
Cruisin’ The Dub
Be sure to check your local listings, for location & times, for more Information, check out
www.cruisin@aw.ca
*****************************************************

Calendar of Events (2020)
The SVAA publishes events throughout the year, so please forward your information to
rds01@outlook.com or by mail. Some events are now included on the SVAA web site at
www-svaalberta com. Do not send events to this web site. Because of COVID-19, many events
have been cancelled or have been modified to become cruising events.
*****************************************************

*****************************************************
Sober Dad

A father said to his son: You graduated with honors, here is a car that I acquired many
years ago ... it is several years old.
But before I give it to you, take it to the used car lot downtown and tell them I want to
sell it and see how much they offer you.
The son went to the used car lot, returned to his father and said, "They offered me $
1,000 because it looks very worn out."
The father said, "Take him to the pawn shop."
The son went to the pawn shop, returned to his father and said, "The pawn shop offered
$100 because it was a very old car."
The father asked his son to go to a car club and show them the car.
The son took the car to the club, returned and told his father: “Some people in the club
offered $ 100,000 for it, since it is a Nissan Skyline R34, iconic car and sought after by many.
The father said to his son, "I wanted you to know that the right place values you the
right way."
If you are not valued, do not be angry, it means that you are in the wrong place. Those
who know your value are those who appreciate you, and never stay in a place where no one
sees your value.
*****************************************************
This is the most famous car in the Royal B.C. Museum’s Collection

By Mike Lane, Our Canada

Hint: This magical mystery car holds a special place in pop culture history.

Do you remember where you were on February 9, 1964? I do. I was 16 years old and
living in West Vancouver. That evening, as my sister and I lay on the living room floor watching
the Ed Sullivan Show, history was made. The Beatles performed live and the five songs they
sang were burned into our collective consciousness. They played “All My Loving,” “Till There
Was You,” “She Loves You,” “I Saw Her Standing There,” and “I Want to Hold Your Hand.”
What we saw on that black-and-white screen changed everything. The long hair, the
infectious personalities, the sharp suits, the well-scrubbed faces, the audience of hysterical
teenage girls and the music… Beatlemania broadcast live, right in our own home.
It was wonderful while it lasted. Now, the Beatles live on through their music—and
some memorabilia that they left behind. One such piece of history is John Lennon’s iconic
1965 Rolls Royce Phantom V Touring Limousine. Lennon commissioned additions to the car
such as a bed, custom paintwork and even a record player. The newly decorated yellow car
was delivered to Lennon in 1967, just before the “Sgt. Pepper’s Lonely Hearts Club Band”
album was released.
The Royal B.C. Museum in Victoria currently owns the car. It was purchased at auction in
1985 for more than two million dollars by Canadian businessman Jim Pattison. He donated the
Rolls to the province in 1992. It has been in the museum collection for more than 20 years, but
is usually kept in storage. It was on display in the lobby in 2016, and again for one day only in
2017. Earlier this year, it was free for viewing daily for about six weeks in the museum lobby.
What a treat!

John Lennon’s 1965 Rolls Royce Limousine is a Psychedelic, Souped-Up Work of Art
*****************************************************
Should You Be Worried About Old Gas in Your Tank?

By LeRoy Demarest, FamilyHandyman.com
Exactly how much impact can old gas in your tank have on your car's performance? Our
automotive experts weigh in.
Is old gas in the tank bad for your car?
`If you have a car that hasn't been driven for a while, you might be wondering if the gas in the
tank is still okay or if it needs to be removed and fresh gas added. Here's your answer.
In almost every case, old gas is not an issue. Gas that sits does slowly go bad. However,

gas that sits, even for a few months can be redeemed by topping off the tank with fresh gas.
When the fresh gas mixes with the older gas, the motor will operate properly.
John Ibbotson, chief mechanic at Consumer Reports, says that, "The new gas will mix
with what's already in your tank, and any variance in the octane will be adjusted for
automatically by your car's engine computer." The adjustment will get the engine running back
to normal.
What happens when gas gets old?
If gas sits, it begins to degrade in a couple of ways. In time, gas will lose octane. Octane
is the combustible part of gasoline. The higher the octane rating (think 87, 89, 93), the better
the air-fuel mixture and the better the combustion in the cylinders.
Old gas also loses its volatility—how explosive it is—as it ages. The decrease in volatility
decreases engine performance. Residues and water from gas burning can also build up in the
engine and gas as it sits. None of these bode well for engine function.
How old is too old for gas?
Degradation occurs from the get-go but most gas stays fresh for a month or two without
issue. However, gas that is more than two months old is generally okay to use with only minor
decreases in performance. Gas that is older than a year can cause issues, like engine knocking,
sputtering and clogged injectors. Bad gas can be drained from the tank to prevent damage to
the engine. One caveat to keep in mind is that there is no way of knowing how old the gas is
when you first pump it into the car.
What can you do to protect the car if you store it?
Ronald Montoya, senior consumer advice editor at Edmunds, suggests topping off the
engine to prevent water accumulating in the engine and adding a fuel stabilizer in the engine
to slow the breakdown of the gas. Fuel stabilizers can extend the life of gas for up to 15
months. Be sure to add the stabilizer to fresh gas. Finally, if you can't store the car inside cover
it with an all-weather cover.
*****************************************************
This Is How Much Gas You Should Be Keeping in Your Tank

By Erin Kayata
Keeping this much gas in the tank can help prevent damage and extend the life of your car.
Nothing is more annoying when you’re cruising on a road trip or commuting to work and
realize something urgent: you need gas. Between the time it takes to fill up, the cost of the
gas, and just the general inconvenience, you might be wondering whether you can just cruise a
little bit longer without stopping. Maybe not so much, according to experts who say there’s
actually an ideal amount of gas to keep in your tank.
For starters, it’s important to understand how your gas tank works. In your gas tank is a
fuel pump, says Bill Evans, who’s worked with cars for over 30 years and is now manager of J &
E Auto Body in Clark, New Jersey. This pump runs from the gas tank to the motor, supplying
fuel. As the pump runs, it heats up—but when it’s submerged in gas, the fuel acts as a coolant
to stop the pump from overheating. If you’re running on less than a quarter tank of gas, the
pump will overheat and end up failing sooner than it should. What’s more, driving around on
empty can cause condensation in the walls of your gas tank, diluting your fuel, and causing

rust, according to Richard Reina, a product training director at CARiD.com. And unlike
these simple car problems, engine rust and a broken fuel pump aren’t things you can fix
yourself.
You may still feel driving on empty gives you more fuel for your buck. But, in addition to
increasing the potential of long term damage to your car, driving on empty actually hurts your
gas mileage. “If you’re driving around on empty, the fuel pump is going to start picking up
everything on the bottom of the tank,” Evans says. This includes sediment from dirty gas and
tank condensation. Not only can this damage your fuel pump and motor, but it actually makes
your gas mileage worse. “As long as you have a quarter tank of gas, your gas mileage is going
to stay as optimal as it could,” Evans said. “The filter isn’t getting hot. The motor isn’t working
as hard. That all helps your gas mileage. If you’re keeping a quarter a tank of gas or more in
the car, you’ll prolong the life of the fuel system parts.”
So there you have it—maybe it’s time to break your habit of using the last drops of the
final lire of fuel to roll to the gas station.
*****************************************************
Suggested Disclaimer For Hosting An Event

The undersigned hereby agree to indemnify all officers and directors against any and all
alleged wrongful acts, wrongful acts and/or claims resulting from attendance and participation
in this tour and associated events. I/we certify the vehicle indicated above is properly and
adequately Insured, licensed, registered and is in a safe operating condition.
Signature: _________________________________Date:____________________
Name: ____________________________________ (Please Print)
*****************************************************
Something For The Chefs In Our Lives
Rhubarb, Strawberry and Ginger Cobbler

Seasonal fresh fruit topped with tender baked biscuits - sounds good, right? You won't be
disappointed with this easy-to-make Rhubarb, Strawberry and Ginger Cobbler recipe.
Ingredients
1 lb. (450 g) fresh rhubarb, chopped

1 lb. (450 g) fresh strawberries, cut in half
1 pkg. (85 g) Jell-O Strawberry Jelly Powder
1 Tbsp. grated gingerroot
1 Tbsp. orange zest
3/4 cup sugar, divided
1-1/2 cups flour
2 tsp. Magic Baking Powder
1/2 cup cold butter, cut into small pieces
2/3 cup milk
Procedure
Heat oven to 375°F.
Combine rhubarb and strawberries in 13x9-inch baking dish sprayed with cooking spray.
Mix dry jelly powder, ginger, orange zest and 1/2 cup sugar until blended; sprinkle over fruit.
Combine flour, baking powder and remaining sugar in medium bowl. Cut in butter with pastry
blender or 2 knives until mixture resembles coarse crumbs. Add milk; stir until mixture forms
soft dough. Drop by heaping tablespoonfuls onto fruit mixture.
Bake 45 min. or until golden brown. Cool slightly.
******************************************************
Please Complete the Following and Return To
Vegreville Iron Runners Auto Club
C/o William Smolak
5701 - 43A Street
Vegreville, AB
T9C 1E3

Release and Consent Form
I, ____________________________________________, (print full name) do
hereby consent to the use, reproduction, and publication of any and all
photographs, video/audio recordings, and/or movies taken by and/or supplied to
local papers/and or other media pertaining to or as a result of my activities as a
member of the Vegreville Iron Runners Auto Club.
____________________________________
Signature

_________________________
Date

*****************************************************

2020 Members
Darry Anderson
Laurence Anderson
Graham Benoit
Richard & Margaret Densmore
John & Madeline Kitz
Denise Komick
Kulwinder Kundan
Orest Lazarowich
Scott Manson
Del & Diane Morrison
Greg & Diane Panchyshyn
Gary Pinkham, Quain & Hailey
Tina Pinkham
Ron Reese
George & Velma Sample
Bill & Sylvia Smolak
Mike & Joanne Sturmay
Jerry Wilde

Honorary Life
Honorary Life

Honorary Life

*****************************************************

Vegreville Iron Runners Auto Club
Membership Application
Date: ______________________________

Please Print

Name: _____________________________ Occupation: _________________________
Spouse: ____________________________ Occupation: _________________________
Children:

___________________________

Age: __________

___________________________

Age: __________

___________________________

Age: __________

___________________________

Age: __________

Address: ______________________________

Phone (Res) _______________________

City/Town: ____________________________

Phone (Bus) _______________________

Postal Code: ___________________________

Phone (Cell) _______________________

Province: _____________________________ New Membership: ____ Renewal: _____
Type of Membership:

Single: _______ Family:________ Other: ________

Vehicles Owned
Vehicle #1 Make: ___________________________ Model: _______________________
Year: ___________ Body Style: ________________ Colour: ______________
Vehicle #2 Make: ___________________________ Model: _______________________
Year: ___________ Body Style: ________________ Colour: ______________
Vehicle #3 Make: ___________________________ Model: _______________________
Year: ___________ Body Style: ________________ Colour: ______________
Fees:

Single:

$15

Family:

$25

This information is solely for club use only and will not be given out.
Date of Acceptance: __________________________________

